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International Education and Resource Network, Pakistan has designed an International days 
calendar to celebrate and learn about some special International days or observances every year 
by integrating them with iEARN online projects!  
 
An international day’s awareness is a date usually set by a major organization 
or government to commemorate a cause of importance on a national or 
international level to understand and share its significance in countries 
around the world. International Days celebration (also known as international 
observance or international anniversary) denotes a period of time to observe 
some issue of international interest or concern. Many of these periods have 
been established by the United Nations General Assembly, Economic and Social Council or by 
UNESCO. 
 

iEARN Pakistan has taken an initiative to commemorate these significant days, promote iEARN 
online projects and mobilize youth for action by involving them in different project activities 
related to these events.  

iEARN Pakistan has designed different activities and invites youth around the world to celebrate 
International Days and make them meaningful by integrating iEARN Online Projects.  It offers 
young people unique learning experiences and opportunities to express themselves and polish 
their skills by engaging them in reading and responding to real audiences.  

The program started in September 2008 and has proved to be a great success seeing the interest 
of the participants and great appreciation received from them. Since then iEARN Pakistan has 
developed many lesson plans and activities to engage schools and students at national and 
international levels by participating in them.  

These lesson plans and activities mostly include language art, creative art, science and 
community service projects. Starting from September 2008, iEARN Pakistan has enabled youth 
to celebrate International Literacy Day, World Teachers’ Day, International Day for the 
Eradication of Poverty, International Day for Tolerance, Universal Children’s Day, Human 
Rights Day, International Mother Language Day, World Storytelling Day and Earth Day etc.  

Lesson plans for these international observances related to iEARN projects can be found at 
http://www.iearnpk.org/iEARN_workshops/intl_days.htm. Beside these days, there are many 
other significant days’ celebrations and iEARN Pakistan is in the process of developing activities 
to commemorate these events.  
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Participate in iEARN My Identity Your Identity  Project 
to celebrate 
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There are historic and important events to commemorate nearly every day of the year. Use 

some of these dates to boost your students’ knowledge of the world in a fun and learning 
way. Get your students involved in interesting iEARN project activities. 

iEARN Pakistan invites you to come and join hands together to celebrate Global family 
Day that connect youths and adults — to make a difference in their communities through 
projects that connect families, help eliminate  hunger and support peace around the globe.  

Brief History:  

Global Family Day, One Day of Peace and Sharing, to be celebrated 
on January 1 every year, is the world’s first-ever annual celebration 
of the reality that we are all one human family striving for a safer 
world. This unifying new tradition, initiated by children, was 
unanimously passed on September 25, 2006 by the U.S. Congress. It 
has also been endorsed twice by the UN General Assembly and by 
more than 20 sitting heads of state. . On January 1, at the start of the 
United Nations Year of the Planet, let's all gather at our electronic 
hearth and celebrate life on earth together. Let’s replace hate and 
hunger with peace and sharing, and begin to unite our global family. 

What are Family traditions? 

The word "tradition" can be defined as the handing down of certain beliefs, customs, and legends 
from generation to generation Family traditions or tradition , also called Family culture, is 
defined as aggregate of attitudes, ideas and ideals, and environment, which a person inherits 
from his/her parents and ancestors. These can include language, religious beliefs and practices 
and the celebration of particular holidays unique to their culture or religion.  
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In this project students are encouraged to explore and research the elements that form their 
identities. These elements include the traditions and the famous landmarks, which are part 
of their cultures and identities. Students talk about the traditional celebrations they have 
and how they celebrate them. What kind of clothes they wear and what kind of food they 
cook on those special days and what kind of music.  
 
This project focuses that students should realize well the importance of their traditions and 
the monuments that occur in their country. Students can interviews their grandparents or 
any old people to tell them about the traditions followed while commemorating 
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celebrations or feasts. The same thing for the historical monument, Students visit them and 
take pictures with the information they got about those monuments.  
 
Student Objectives: 
 
Students will  

·  Appreciate unique family traditions by analyzing and researching their own family 
traditions 

·  Practice research skills by looking up information about their ancestral countries and 
writing about it in the class book 

·  Practice using description in writing about their family traditions 
·  Identify family traditions and difference between cultures and ideas by sharing it with 

peers in classrooms and also with peers globally. 
·  Apply what they have learned about family traditions and use their creativity to create a 

booklet. 
·  learn to respect the differences of others and understand the importance of history and 

tradition 

How does it work? 

1. Build a background by giving examples of traditions. (ie. special meals, rites of passage, 
yearly celebrations, inheritance, religious, naming, special family times). The focus 
should be on traditions language, religious beliefs and practices and the celebration of 
particular holidays unique to their culture or religion. Teacher can share from own 
experience. For example:  

o Every Sunday we have Biryani for lunch.  
o Every summer we go to Grandma and Grandpa’s house.  
o Once a week we go out for dinner. 

2. Make a family tradition checklist using information collected by students. Make a large 
display of checklist for students’ viewing. 

3. Use family tradition checklist as a guide and ask each student to write sentences by 
making necessary additions or changes. Students will create a booklet of family traditions 
where every new page will start with a new tradition. 

4. Illustrate the first page of family tradition booklet. It is not essential that all areas of 
checklist appear on every student’s page.  

5. Share with each other in class to point out the similarities.  
 
Sharing on the forum: 
 
Share your family tradition booklet with global peers in iEARN interactive forum and make 
connections between different cultures by pointing out similarities.  
 
Forum address: - Students can share artwork in My Identity, Your Identity  project forum. It 
can be accessed in iEARN Collaboration Centre, under the project categories “Culture & 
Society” or can be accessed directly at:  http://media.iearn.org/projects/identity. 
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One Expression, Many Languages�

Participate in iEARN Calligraphic Arts  Project 
to celebrate 
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Brief History:  
 
The International Mother Language Day has been observed every year since February 2000 to 
promote linguistic and cultural diversity and multilingualism. Languages are the most powerful 

instruments of preserving and developing our tangible and intangible 
heritage. The recognition of the importance of linguistic diversity led 
to UNESCO’s decision to celebrate International Mother Language 
Day. 
 
All moves to promote the dissemination of mother tongues will serve 
not only to encourage linguistic diversity and multilingual education 
but also to develop fuller awareness of linguistic and cultural 
traditions throughout the world. 
 
International Mother Language Day aims at promoting linguistic 

diversity and multilingual education, and at raising awareness of linguistic and cultural traditions 
based on understanding, tolerance and dialogue. Ensuring that these languages can continue in 
use alongside the major international languages of communication is a genuine challenge to 
countries worldwide. 
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Theme:  One Expression, Many Languages  

 
Messages:   
 
“Life without love is like a tree without blossoms or fruit” 
(Khalil Jibran) 

 
“Nothing can bring you peace but yourself.” 
(Ralph Waldo) 

 
Participation Guide for Project:  
 

Calligraphy or ‘Beautiful Writing’ is one of the oldest artistic and literary forms known to 
people. Calligraphic art has always been part of heritage and culture for civilizations and religion 
around the world. It has been traditionally used for adorning sacred places for prayers and 
worship as well as holy scripter, poetry and writings.  
This project is designed to engage students to explore the art of Calligraphy, learn its history and 
learn techniques. Students will write short given message of love and peace in their mother 
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language using different mediums including software to produce calligraphic pieces and share 
their completed projects in the iEARN interactive forum for Calligraphic Arts. Likewise students 
will get an opportunity to appreciate and comment on the pieces of Calligraphic art designed by 
peers from participating countries.                                              .  
 
Steps to follow:  

·  Read and understand the given message of love and peace. 
 

·  Translate it in your mother language. 
 

·  Use the art of Calligraphy to write the goodwill messages of peace in a sacred and artistic 
fashion. 
 

·  Submit your Calligraphic artwork in iEARN online forum. 
 

·  Students who cannot use calligraphic scripts by using computer keyboards, can do it in a 
traditional way on a post card size paper and get it scanned to submit it in the forum. 
 

·  Appreciate and comment on the pieces Calligraphic art designed by peers from 
participating countries. 

Finished Project: 
 
Finished projects are to be submitted in iEARN Calligraphic Arts forum under the discussion  
“One Expression, Many Languages” 
 

Calligraphic Arts - Forum address: 

iEARN Calligraphic Arts  Project forum can be accessed in iEARN Collaboration Centre, under 
the project categories “Visual and Creative Arts”  or can be accessed directly at: 
http://foro.iearn.org/webx?230@@.1eac7eb3 
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Participate in iEARN Folktales Project 
to celebrate 
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World Storytelling Day is a global celebration of the art of oral storytelling. It is celebrated 
every year on the spring equinox in the northern hemisphere, the first day of autumn equinox in 
the southern. On World Storytelling Day, as many people as possible tell and listen to stories in 
as many languages and at as many places as possible, during the 
same day and night. Participants tell each other about their events in 
order to share stories and inspiration, to learn from each other and 
create international contacts. 

The significance in the event lies in the fact that it is the first global 
celebration of storytelling of its kind, and has been important in 
forging links between storytellers often working far apart from each 
other. It has also been significant in drawing public and media 
attention to storytelling as an art form. 

Themes 

Each year, many of the individual storytelling events that take place around the globe are linked 
by a common theme. Each year, the theme is identified by and agreed upon by storytellers from 
around the world. 

·  2004 - Birds  
·  2005 - Bridges  
·  2006 - The Moon  
·  2007 - The Wanderer  
·  2008 - Dreams  
·  2009 - Neighbors  

������������������,�������

In this project, students will introduce the folk tales of their own countries to project participants 
in other countries. They will share these tales through artwork and writing. Folk tales are a way 
of learning about life's problems, customs, traditions, and beliefs, and they often share common 
themes, such as the struggle between good and evil, or wisdom and ignorance. This project looks 
at the global community and cultural diversity through folk tales. 
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Instructional Plan 

Collecting Stories 

·  Ask students to collect true tales about the old days from different 
resources like books, internet or newspapers.  

·  Ask students to re-tell folktales in their classroom. Other students 
will write the story in their own words. 

·  Make groups of three or four students at a time and send them to 
the younger grades. 

·  Ask the younger graders to make drawings after listening to these 
stories.  

·  Ask students to share their stories and drawing on the Folktales project forum. 

Sharing on the forum 

Folktales Project Forum 
 
Submit your work in Folktales project forum under the discussion “Celebrate World 
Storytelling Day”. iEARN Folktales Project forum can be accessed in iEARN 
collaboration centre, under the project categories “Language Arts” or can be accessed 
directly at: http://foro.iearn.org/webx?230@@.1ead271a  
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Celebrate  
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with iEARN “Power of One” & “Global Art” Project  
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Celebrate World Earth Day by participating in interesting 
iEARN project activities.  Offer young people unique 
learning experiences and opportunities to express themselves 
by writings or drawings and polish their skills by engaging 
them in reading and responding to real audiences. Educators 
can use earth day event to encourage students to make 
resolutions to do good for themselves while taking care of 
their community and environment that can change the life 
styles and result in promoting earth-friendly habits and deeds 
in their everyday lives. 

World Earth Day History: 

The United Nations celebrates an Earth Day each year on the March equinox, a tradition which 
was founded by peace activist John McConnell in 1969. A second Earth Day, which was 
founded by U.S. Senator Gaylord Nelson as an environmental teach-in in 1970, is celebrated in 
many countries each year on April 22 which marks the beginning of the modern environmental 
movement.  

Approximately 20 million people participated, with a goal of a healthy, sustainable environment. 
Thousands of colleges and universities organized protests against the deterioration of the 
environment. Groups that had been fighting against oil spills, 
polluting factories and power plants, raw sewage, toxic dumps, 
pesticides and the extinction of wildlife suddenly realized they 
shared common values. Mobilizing 200 million people in 141 
countries and lifting the status of environmental issues onto the 
world stage. 
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Brief description of project:  

This is an international collaborative project in which students create individual family plans for 
protecting our earth after researching steps taken by other countries to preserve our planet. 
Protecting our planet for future generations is important, but they often don’t know how they can 
individually make a difference or even what they can do.  
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Activity: “ Make an Earth-Day Resolution”  

1. Discuss and make some earth-friendly resolutions with your families. For example find 
ways to:  

·  help conserve energy 
·  save water 
·  re-use paper 
·  keep air clean 
·  use paper bags 
·  use trash cans 

2. Create a plan how you will implement it with your family. 

3. Take action to make a difference. 

4. Share it in iEARN forum with others by posting it under the relevant discussion in the 

project forum. 

Forum address:  Power of One - Protecting our Planet 

Submit your family plans in Power of One project forum under the discussion “Earth Day 

Resolution”.  It can be accessed in iEARN Collaboration Centre, under “ Science” projects 

category or can be accessed directly at:  http://foro.iearn.org/.1e67c935/  
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Brief description of project:  

The purpose of this global art project is to provide the opportunity for 
children/youth in schools and communities around the world to exchange 
artwork images and writings on the theme of “Caring”. Students in 
participating schools and communities create artwork that shows what they 
care about and how they care for one another and other living things in their 
schools, families, communities and the world. Each student also writes an 
essay or poem on his/her ideas on caring. 

 

Activity:  “We Care for Earth” 

1. Think of some good deeds that you can do for Earth.  

2. Make a list of all the good things you have done to take care for Earth. For example: 

·  Switched off the lights before leaving the room 

·  Planted a tree to make it green 

·  Closed the tap while brushing teeth 
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·  Used both sides of paper 

·  Turned off TV after finished watching 

·  Cleaned the neighborhood to save environment  

3. Create an artwork about your caring for planet Earth and write a poem to show your care. 

4. Share it in your schools and in iEARN forum to discuss the ideas of caring with each 

other. 

Forum address: Global Art – Sense of Caring  

Students can share artwork in Global Art - Sense of Caring forum to show their care for the 
planet Earth. Artwork can be submitted at this forum under the discussion “We Care for Earth”. 
It can be accessed in iEARN Collaboration Centre, under the project categories “Visual 
&Creative Arts” or can be accessed directly at: http://foro.iearn.org/.f296bde/  
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World Information Society Day is celebrated each year to promotes people’s awareness of the 
power of information and communication to build societies in which they can create, access, use 
and share information and knowledge to achieve their full potential. In November 2005, the 
World Summit on the Information Society called upon the UN General Assembly to declare 17th 
May as World Information Society Day to focus on the importance of ICT and the wide range of 
issues related to the Information Society raised by WSIS. The General Assembly adopted a 
resolution in March 2006 stipulating that World Information Society Day shall be celebrated 
every year on 17th May.  

The purpose of this day is to help raise awareness of the 
possibilities that the use of the Internet and other information and 
communication technologies (ICT) can bring to societies and 
economies, as well as of ways to bridge the digital divide.  

Some quick facts… 

According to recent surveys, over 60 per cent of children and 
teenagers talk in chat rooms on a daily basis. Three in four 
children online are willing to share personal information about themselves and their family in 
exchange for goods and services. And one in five children will be targeted by a predator or 
pedophile each year. 

Message from Mr. Ban Ki-moon, UN Secretary-General 

“Children and young people are among the most prolific users of the Internet and mobile 
devices. As they surf through cyberspace seeking information and entertainment and building 
social networks, they are also among the most vulnerable to exploitation. Without safeguards, 
their precious lives are at grave risk in the vicious world of cybercriminals and pedophiles that 
prey on easy targets. The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child recognizes the 
right to education and access to information, as well as the right to engage in play and 
recreational activities.” 
 
Theme 2009 
 

Protecting Children in Cyberspace 
Risks and benefits of the internet 

The internet is a powerful tool for developing students’ 
communication and collaboration skills. Above all, the internet is 
an effective means of building language skills. Through email, chat 
rooms and discussion groups, students learn the basic principles of 

communication in the written form. Due to the free availability of information on the Internet, a 
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major risk that a child may be exposed to is inappropriate material, hateful or violent in nature or 
encourages activities that are dangerous or illegal. 

iEARN Pakistan initiative:  

iEARN Pakistan invites all to celebrate Information Society Day by participating in activities in 
relation to new technologies, which allow the whole school to take part. The purpose of these 
activities on the occasion of World Information Society day is to enable children and young 
people to understand and deal with potential risks of cyberspace and ensure safer use of Internet. 
The main focus of celebrating this day is to: 

·  Create public awareness on the issues related to protecting children in cyberspace and to 
identify policies, best practices, tools and resources for adaptation/use in their countries. 

 
·  Identify risks and vulnerabilities to children in cyberspace as the Internet and other online 

resources continue to expand. 

Steps to be taken: 

1. Initiate a discussion:  
Have a discussion with your class about the risks and benefits for internet usage. Discuss 
why children use internet and which websites and search engines they prefer to use.  

 
2. Set Reasonable Rules and Guidelines 

You should lay down guidelines and rules for computer and internet use by your students. 
Discuss these rules with your students first and then post them near the computer as a 
reminder.  
 

3. Create with technology 
Ask students to design Internet Safety Posters, make small video clips or animations to 
create public service announcements (PSAs). Students can use any available software to 
show their creativity to ensure safe practice with technology.  
 

4. Share it with others 
Share it globally by posting it in iEARN online Portraits of the World  project forum. You 
can also share it in your school by posting them around or having a contest.  
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Portraits of the World - Picture it! is an exchange of photos and multimedia, including movies, 
flash and PowerPoints. 
 
Portraits of the World  - Forum address: 

iEARN Portraits of the World project forum can be accessed in iEARN Collaboration Centre, 
under the project categories “Visual and Creative Arts” or can be accessed directly at: 
http://foro.iearn.org/.1e3c62c3/  
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Participate in iEARN YouthCaN Project 
to celebrate 
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iEARN Pakistan invites you to celebrate and Enjoy Worlds Environment Day and motivate 
others to preserve the natural beauty of Earth and create a safe environment. Let’s 
empower people to change their attitudes towards 
environmental issues and become active agents to take part in 
the preservation and upholding of beauty of this world. Let’s 
ensure all nations and people enjoy a safer and more 
prosperous future. 
 
History of World Environment Day:   
 
World Environment Day is celebrated every year on 5 June in 
more than 100 countries. On this day, individuals, non-
governmental organizations, community and youth groups, 
business, industry and the media organize activities to renew their 
commitments to protect and develop the environment. They organize activities such as clean-up 
campaigns, tree planting, colorful street rallies, green concerts, essay and photo competitions in 
schools, and recycling efforts. The purpose is to spread awareness regarding climate change and 
the broader consequences of environmental issues and what societies can do in response. 
 
iEARN Activity: “Animals friends & the Deadly Spread” 
 
Overview:  
 
Students will analyze the spread of disease from animals to humans. Students will read a news 
article on internet or local newspapers that discusses one such incident and then explore the 
environmental causes, frequency, occurrence and possible prevention of such crossover illnesses.  
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Brief description of project: 

 

Students facilitate an on-line network of students using telecommunications technologies to 

undertake and/or share environmental work locally and around the world. Students write about 

and interact on environmental issues facing their communities during the year. Since 1995, a 



 

���
�

��
�

youth planning committee has coordinated an annual event in April, which brings together youth 

of the world to share how they are using technology in environmental projects.  

 
Materials Required: 

·  Computer with Internet access  
·  Paper  
·  Pens  

How you can celebrate the day 
Teachers will: 

1. Locate a story on spreading of diseases from animals to humans 

2. Ask students to read the article and identify the environmental causes of this epidemic 

3. Initiate a discussion about transmission of illnesses from animals to humans 

Students will: 
 
Team up & discuss: 

·  Working in small groups, discuss the environmental causes of the disease and its impact 

on human society where such transfer has taken place.  

Research:  

·  Brainstorm ways to find more information about this topic. 

·  Conduct internet searches about incidences of animal-to-human infection. 

·  Select one illness and investigate how it has been transmitted from animals to humans 

and research it further.  

More Research options: 

·  The names of countries affected by this incident. 

·  Major steps taken by countries to lower the impact. 

·  Preventive measures taken by governments to stop the spread of the illness. 

·  Impact on the economy of countries where a large-scale spread of animal-to-human 

illness has occurred. 

Organize & Conclude: 

·  Make a list of the different ways that disease can crossover from animals to humans. 



 

���
�

��
�

·  Determine if any human behavior has increased the risk of contagion from animals. 

·  Conclude how this risk might be minimized. 

 
 
Take Action: 

·  Summarize the concepts and prepare a presentation in any form of media since media 

plays an important role to promote public awareness.  

·  Make a presentation in school or in community to create awareness. 

·  Share it in iEARN YouthCaN project forum. 

 
YouthCaN Environmental Project forum address:   
 

Submit your presentations in YouthCaN project forum under discussion “Animals friends & 

the Deadly Spread”. It can be accessed in iEARN Collaboration Centre, under projects category 

“Science” or can be accessed directly at:  http://media.iearn.org/projects/youthcan. 
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Celebrate ��������!#�����
����  

by participating in iEARN My Country  Project 
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Get your students involved in interesting iEARN project activities. Have your students develop 
the art of writing by expressing themselves in writing short essays or stories and polish their 
skills by engaging them in reading and responding to real audiences. 

 

About World Population Day 

World Population Day is an annual event, observed on July 11, which seeks to raise awareness of 
global population issues. The event was established by the Governing Council of the United Nations 
Development Program in 1989. It was inspired by the public interest in Five Billion Day on July 11, 
1987, approximately the date on which the world's population reached five billion people. The 
United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) partners with governments and non-governmental 
organizations in 140 countries to promote reproductive health. These programs help to save lives, 
slow the spread of HIV and encourage equal rights for men and women. This, in turn, helps to 
reduce poverty and stabilize population growth, creating more healthy and prosperous families, 
communities and a better world. 

����������������"�	.3���"   
 
This project is a place for students from around the world to express them selves through essays, 
drawings, poetries, on different sectors of their country this will help know better each other and make a 
better understanding between people.  
 
Activity: More Mouths, More to feed 

Every July 11 is celebrated as World Population Day, to highlight the importance of addressing and 
finding solutions to population issues. The number of people living on the planet has greatly increased in 
recent years. The more people there are, the more resources are consumed and the greater the strain on the 
ecosystems of the world. Every minute 140 babies are born. On July 11, 1987 one newborn in Yugoslavia 
was declared to be the 5 billionth human alive on the planet. Students will better understand the issues 
related to population growth and will have developed and educated opinion of how to handle this issue. 

Steps to follow: 

Step-1:  Topic Identification 

Students will learn about population growth, the potential issues associated with the world's growing 
population. They will also learn about related issues and needs which include marketing, housing, health, 
politics, and education. 
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Step-2: Research 

·  Ask students to access to the Library or internet to get information about: 
o Population growth and causes 
o Why is population growth a concern?  
o Meeting the needs of an over populated society 

 
·  After researching this information students will discuss their answers as a class.  

 
Step-3: Compose 

·  Students will write a two to three paragraph response to the following using specific 
information from the population research. 

·  Students can take pictures from a digital camera or draw pictures themselves. Ask them 
to gather all the required information that they will be using.  
 

Step-4: Final product 
 
Choose one of the following ways of presenting the information you have collected: 

·  A word document  (1-2 pages only) 
·  A power point presentation (8-10 slides only) 
·  A two minutes video  

Related Activities: Students will then create Population Pyramids for their country using data 
collected during research in class. 

Forum address: Students can share their work in “My Country” project forum. It can be 
accessed in iEARN Collaboration Centre, under the project categories “Culture & Society” or 
can be accessed directly at:  http://foro.iearn.org/.ff26bad/ 
 
Note: Your final presentation should have less words/text and more visuals and pictures. 
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Participate in iEARN Eye to Eye Project 

to celebrate 
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iEARN Pakistan invites youth to celebrate and enjoy International Youth Day and 
motivate other youth from around the world to take action to be seen, be heard and draw 

attention towards Youth rights 

Background of International Youth Day  

The International Youth Day is celebrated on 12th August as 'the most important day for youth at the 
United Nations'.  

The General Assembly on 17 December 1999 in its resolution 54/120, endorsed the recommendation 
made by the World Conference of Ministers Responsible for Youth that 12 August be declared 
International Youth Day. The Assembly recommended that public information activities be organized to 
support the Day as a way to promote better awareness of the World Program of Action for Youth to the 
Year 2000 and Beyond, adopted by the General Assembly in 1995.  

It is meant as an opportunity for governments and others to draw attention to youth issues worldwide. 
Concerts, workshops, cultural events, and meetings involving national and local government officials and 
youth organizations take place around the world in honor of International Youth Day. 
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Brief description of project: 
 
A project that encourages the creation of postcard size images to an online gallery which is dedicated to 
the ideals of friendship and understanding through visual communication. Students select a theme and 
create a postcard. The post cards can be scanned and email it to the project site as an attachment for 
inclusion in the online gallery.  
 
Activity for International Youth Day:  
 
“Youth Now & before  – differences/similarities”  
 
Teacher’s role:  
Teachers will create awareness in youth about their role in society to promote their rights and 
aspirations. Teachers will also encourage them and help them understand how privileged they are 
by discussing with them the differences and similarities between today’s youth and youth in past 
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as well as help them to create postcard size images. Teachers will also facilitate students to scan 
the postcards and post them to the eye project forum. 
 
Student’s role: 
 

o Create EYE TO EYE postcards on the theme “ Youth Now & Before – 
differences/similarities”  

o Write an essay, poem to match one of the postcards 
o Create a role play on the above mentioned theme (optional) 
o Scan the postcard and post it in the relevant forum accompanied with essay or poem. 
o Send International Youth Day postcards to your friends to celebrate the most important 

day for youth. 
 

Finished Project: 
 
Finished projects are to be submitted in Eye to Eye project forum under the discussion  
“Youth Now & Before – differences/similarities”  
 
Eye to Eye - Forum Address: 

iEARN Eye to Eye Project forum can be accessed in iEARN Collaboration Centre, under the 
project categories “Visual and Creative Arts”  or can be accessed directly at: 
http://foro.iearn.org/.1deb1eca/  
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 by participating in iEARN Online Write On Project 
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Have your students develop the art of writing by expressing themselves in writing short essays or 

stories and polish their skills by engaging them in reading and responding to real audiences by 

participating in iEARN “Write On” Project 

 

Why is International Literacy Day celebrated? 
 

International Literacy Day was established in 1965 by the United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), and is celebrated around 

the world each year on September 8. In 1990, the United 
Nations General Assembly gave a boost to world literacy by 
proclaiming International Literacy Year. This special Year 

signified the ongoing commitment of the world community to 
recognize and support literacy as a key to personal 

development and to the socio-economic progress of nations. 

Literacy is a cause for celebration since there are now close to 
four billion literate people in the world. However, literacy for 
all children, youth and adults - is still an unaccomplished goal 
and an ever moving target. A combination of ambitious goals, 
insufficient and parallel efforts, inadequate resources and 
strategies, and continued underestimation of the magnitude and 
complexity of the task accounts for this unmet goal. Lessons 
learnt over recent decades show that meeting the goal of 
universal literacy calls not only for more effective efforts but 

also for renewed political will and for doing things differently at all levels - locally, nationally 
and internationally. 
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This project is aimed at introducing students a range of writing forms that includes, story writing, 
expository writing, persuasive writing, descriptive, informative writing and poetry. The idea of 
prompts or starters is used to help students begin with the writing using a relevant graphic 
organizer from a selection available in the resource section of this project. 
Participation Guide for the Write-On Project 
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Participation is very simple, just follow the steps below: 
 
Step-1 

·  Register your class under the discussion heading providing all the required material. 
·  Have students review the power point presentation on the Domains of Writing. 
·  Encourage the students to read and respond to at least 1-2 existing writing pieces. 

Step-2 
·  Now encourage the student to choose one of the prompts relevant to the ‘Celebration 

of Literacy Day’ to write on, or teachers or any students can post one prompt 
themselves. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Step-3 

·  To facilitate the writing process, one of the graphic organizers can be chosen from the 
resources section. 

·  Students can select one of the prompts from the above list to write on. 
·  Now set to produce the first draft of the writing. 
·  Proof read, check and finalize the writing and post in the relevant discussion heading.  
·  Once the final draft is completed, post it under the relevant discussion      heading in 

the iEARN Write on forum. 
·  Please remember to write your full name, school, class, city and country. 

 
Write on Forum address: 
 
 Write on forum can be accessed in iEARN Collaboration Centre, under the project categories 
‘Language Arts’. It can also be accessed directly at:  http://foro.iearn.org/.1e679a43/  
 
 
Writing Guidelines for students 
 
Make sure that you understand the assignment before you plan and write your paragraph. Then 
follow the steps listed below.  
 
Prewriting ………………choosing the topic  
 
• Select a specific topic that meets the requirements of the assignment. (Your teacher may give 
you a general subject area to choose a topic from.)  

Here are the prompts that relate to the ‘International Literacy Day’ 
 

1. What will I do to improve the literacy rate of my country if I become the Education 
Minister? (Persuasive) 

2. What is my understanding of Literacy and how does it help a human being become a better 
person? (descriptive) 

3. What does Literacy means to me? (narrative) 
4. Write a story or an incidence if you remember or know that describe how not being literate 

have made life difficult for anyone (descriptive). 
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Gathering Details  
 
• Collect ideas and details about your topic.  
• Write a topic sentence that states what your paragraph is going to be about.  
• List ideas and details that support the topic sentence. Decide on the best way to arrange these 
details.  
 
Writing…................writing the first draft  
 
• Start you paragraph with the topic sentence. (Indent first line)  
• Follow with sentences that support your topic. Use your list of details as a guide.  
• End with a sentence that reminds readers about your topic.  
 
Revising ……………improving your writing 
  
• Add information if you need to say more about your topic.  
• Rewrite any sentences that sound confusing or awkward.  
 
Editing………………….checking for style and correctness  
 
• Check the revised version of your writing for style as well as capitalization, punctuation, and 
spelling errors. Also have some one else check for errors.  
• Than write a neat final copy of your paragraph to share. 
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Celebrate )���!�����#�������  

by participating in iEARN Project - Oral History  
.�������2 �# �

�
Celebrate World Teachers’ Day on October 5th and take some time out to honor your 
teachers and acknowledge the contributions they made to your lives by participating in 
the World Teachers’ Day, a day set aside by the world community to celebrate teachers 
and the central role they play in nurturing and guiding infants, children, youth and adults 
through the life-long learning process. 

)���!�����#��������
Brief History:  

Teachers’ Day is intended to be special day for the appreciation of teachers. 

UNESCO inaugurated  October 5th  as World Teachers’ Day in 1994. 

According to UNESCO, World Teachers' Day represents a significant token 

of the awareness, understanding and appreciation displayed for the vital 

contribution that teachers make to education and development. Education 

International strongly believes that this Teachers' Day should be 

internationally recognized and celebrated around the world. 

________________________________________________________________ 
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Students are asked to interview member of their teachers, immediate family (mother, father, 

brothers, sisters), extended family (grandparents, uncles, aunts), neighbours or friends in the 

local community. They should ask them about experiences in their life that have been affected by 

the events of world or local history. Events may include war, natural disasters, migration, 

important discoveries, monuments, famous places and so on. Students should focus on the 

impact for the family. 

�
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Participation Guide for the Oral History Project - Teachers Career and Life 

Activity Description :  

·  In this project you are asked to interview anyone of your 
teachers. You should ask them about experiences in their 
life and career related to teaching and growing as teachers.  

·  You should focus basically on the impact on career and 
personal growth as teachers. Following is a list of focus and 
corresponding suggested question for you to choose from 
for your interview. You need to select some question from 
this list related to the focus of what you wanted to know 
from them.  

·  Arrange the interview information in an interesting and well written three paragraph 
essay/story/narrative, giving it an interesting title.  

·  Once your story is complete, you are required to post it under the discussion “Teachers 
Career and Life” in the Oral History Projects forum, found under the category Culture and 
Society. 

 

Oral History - Forum address: Submit your essay/story/narrative in Oral History forum under 
the discussion “Teachers Career and Life”. It can be accessed in iEARN Collaboration Centre, 
under the project categories ‘Culture & Society’ or can be accessed directly at:  
http://foro.iearn.org/.eea2db6/ 
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Oral History Questions - The Teachers Life and Career 

Do early experiences influence the decision to become a teacher? 

�  Tell me about your first memory of school.  
�  Was it in a city, small town, or country school? What was it like?  
�  What did you do at recess?  
�  Tell me about your favorite games.  
�  What’s your favorite memory?  
�  What was your high school like?  
�  Did you admire any one teacher? Why?  
�  What were your favorite subjects? Why? What did you do for fun?  
�  Tell me about any special achievement or awards you can remember.  

 
 

How do people respond to training? Does it affect their work?  
 

�  Did you work at another job before becoming a teacher? Why did you change?  
�  What do you remember most about teacher training?  
�  What subjects did you take during training?  
�  Do you recall any topics or subjects that were especially valuable later or of remarkably little 

value?  
�  Did you have a practicum? Was it at a model school? What was different between your 

practicum and your first teaching position?  
�  Did you learn how to manage a multi-grade class?  
�  Were there any especially memorable instructors or friends? What were they like?  

 

 New experiences often make vivid memories.  

�  Was it hard to find your first teaching position? Did you send out a lot of applications?  
�  Where was your new school? How did you get there? What was the community like?  
�  Tell me about the school building and the supplies you found when you got there.  
�  What were the grounds like?  
�  Tell me about your first students. What was the age range? Was it a mix of ethnic groups?  
�  Did anyone in the school give you special support or help? How?  
�  What did you learn in later years that would have helped you at your first school?  
�  What was the best part of your work day? What was the worst?  

 

Does teaching develop a feeling of personal and professional growth?  

�  Is there one principal you admired more than others? How would sum up her or his 
philosophy?  

�  How did your work situation change with changes in administration?  
�  Tell me about your favorite resources, textbooks, or activities.  
�  How did you learn new ways to do things?  
�  Did you belong to professional associations? Were they helpful?  
�  Did you attend summer school? Take on summer jobs? What determined your choice?  
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�  Did you have student teachers or teaching assistants? What was it like to share your 
classroom?  

�  What would you include in a scrapbook under "The Most Useful Thing I Did"?  
�  What are your happiest memories of teaching?  
�  What would you change if you could?  

 

What are the practical and idealistic reasons for specialization?  

�  What made you decide to specialize?  
�  How did you find your new job?  
�  What goals did you have when went into the new position? Did this 

change with time?  
�  Think back to your daily activities. What tasks did you find 

interesting? Boring?  
�  What were the rewards and punishments of "the system"?  

 

How does the outside world affect teaching?  

�  What major social or political events occurred during your career? Did this affect your 
teaching in any way?  

�  Did you ever have to deal with any physical disasters in the community?  
�  What was your home life like when you were teaching? Did you ever find yourself with 

conflicting priorities?  
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International Day for the Eradication of Poverty 
Participate in iEARN Project - Feeding Minds Fighting Hunger 

October 17th  
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Brief History:  

 
The International Day for the Eradication of Poverty celebrated every year on October 17th 

since 1993, when the UN General Assembly, designated this day to promote awareness of the 

need to eradicate poverty and destitution in all countries, particularly in developing countries - a 

need that has become a development priority. This day serves as an opportunity to acknowledge 

the effort and struggle of people living in poverty, a chance for them to make their concerns 

heard and for us to make a difference to their lives. 
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Feeding Minds Fighting Hunger is a global education initiative designed to help youth discuss 
and understand issues of hunger, malnutrition, poverty and food security and to stimulate them to 
participate in activities to create a world free from hunger 

The iEARN Feeding Minds, Fighting Hunger forum will 
serve as a platform for “Food for All Program” and 
allow young people to be proactive to “fight hunger to 
reduce poverty” and plan some community action 
project.  

Teachers will encourage students to get involved in the 
project and reflect on their experiences to make a 
difference in the community. 

 
Participation Guide for the “iEARN Feeding Minds Fighting Hunger - Food for All 
Project”  
 
Step-1: Know about Hunger and Poverty: 
 
As a preparation to the project, teachers can either give the print outs or have the students get 
information and have a class discussion on ‘The World Hunger Problems’.  
Resource can be obtained from the following websites: 
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Facts and data on hunger and poverty: 
http://www.bread.org/learn/hunger-basics/hunger-facts-international.html 
http://library.thinkquest.org/C002291/high/present/stats.htm 
 
Video clips on hunger and poverty 
http://millionsofmouths.com/blog/nfblog/2006/09/04/short-clip-with-facts-about-poverty/ 
 
Step 2: Get into Action 
 

·  To start your project, first look at your community. This could be your school, your 
neighborhood or your city and choose a poverty stricken home/family with children that 
need your help. 

·  Collect food items for the family that you have selected. Every student in the class will 
bring one dry food/grocery item between Rs.50-Rs.100 and each class/section prepares a 
food box.  

 
Step 3: Implement  
Select a group of student from the class, visit the home of identified family and 
give the food box to them. Briefly interview them for their feelings and problems 
and share your experiences with them and take photographs if possible and 
allowed. 
 
Step 4: Reflect 
Ask your students to reflect on what they have accomplished and learned about 
Hunger and Poverty. Students should think about the impact they have had on 
those being served and how their own attitudes and behavior have changed 
 
Step 5: Share 
At the end of each of the projects students will share their project reports, experiences and 
outcomes in the form of simple reports, Power Point presentations, pictorial report or short 2 
minutes videos and post on iEARN online Feeding Minds Fighting Hunger forum at 
http://foro.iearn.org/.fa9c9aa/ under the discussion heading “Action Projects from Pakistan”. 
 
 

 



 

���
�

��
�

 

����&������#
 ���!������/������$��� #�����
�������� �����

·  In the Asian, African and Latin American countries, well over 500 million people are living in what the 
World Bank has called "absolute poverty" 

·  Every year 15 million children die of hunger 
·  For the price of one missile, a school full of hungry children could eat lunch every day for 5 years 
·  Throughout the 1990's more than 100 million children will die from illness and starvation. Those 100 

million deaths could be prevented for the price of ten Stealth bombers, or what the world spends on its 
military in two days! 

·  The World Health Organization estimates that one-third of the world is well-fed, one-third is under-fed 
one-third is starving- Since you've entered this site at least 200 people have died of starvation. Over 4 
million will die this year. 

·  One in twelve people worldwide is malnourished, including 160 million children under the age of 5. 
United Nations Food and Agriculture 

·  The Indian subcontinent has nearly half the world's hungry people. Africa and the rest of Asia together 
have approximately 40%, and the remaining hungry people are found in Latin America and other parts 
of the world. Hunger in Global Economy 

·  Nearly one in four people, 1.3 billion - a majority of humanity - live on less than $1 per day, while the 
world's 358 billionaires have assets exceeding the combined annual incomes of countries with 45 
percent of the world's people. UNICEF 

·  3 billion people in the world today struggle to survive on US$2/day.  
·  In 1994 the Urban Institute in Washington DC estimated that one out of 6 elderly people in the U.S. has 

an inadequate diet. 
·  In the U.S. hunger and race are related. In 1991 46% of African-American children were chronically 

hungry, and 40% of Latino children were chronically hungry compared to 16% of white children.  
·  The infant mortality rate is closely linked to inadequate nutrition among pregnant women. The U.S. 

ranks 23rd among industrial nations in infant mortality. African-American infants die at nearly twice 
the rate of white infants. 

·  One out of every eight children under the age of twelve in the U.S. goes to bed hungry every night. 
·  Half of all children under five years of age in South Asia and one third of those in sub-Saharan Africa 

are malnourished.  
·  In 1997 alone, the lives of at least 300,000 young children were saved by vitamin A supplementation 

programmes in developing countries. 
·  Malnutrition is implicated in more than half of all child deaths worldwide - a proportion unmatched by 

any infectious disease since the Black Death 
·  About 183 million children weigh less than they should for their age 
·  To satisfy the world's sanitation and food requirements would cost only US$13 billion- what the people 

of the United States and the European Union spend on perfume each year.  
·  The assets of the world's three richest men are more than the combined GNP of all the least developed 

countries on the planet.  
·  Every 3.6 seconds someone dies of hunger 
·  It is estimated that some 800 million people in the world suffer from hunger and malnutrition, about 

100 times as many as those who actually die from it each year.  

 

 
Reference: http://library.thinkquest.org 
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Accept Others (Me & We)  
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Nov 16th

 
 
International Day for Tolerance 

 
Brief History: 

 
Following the United Nations Year for Tolerance in 1995, the 

International Day for Tolerance was first observed on 16 November 

1996. An International Day for Tolerance can serve as an annual occasion 

for tolerance education to advance human welfare, freedom and progress 

everywhere, as well as to encourage tolerance, respect, dialogue and 

cooperation among different cultures, civilizations and peoples. 

 
iEARN Project: Global Art – Sense of Caring 

The purpose of this global art project is to provide the opportunity for children/youth in schools 

and communities around the world to exchange artwork images and writing on the theme of 

“Caring”. 

 

iEARN Project: A Vision 

A Vision is an anthology of students' writings on various literary genres- essays, stories, poems, 

and poetical sketches, which aims to showcase the youth's thoughts, viewpoints and insights of 

the things around them and even across borders, regardless of cultural and racial diversity. 

 

Participation Guidelines: 

Students in participating schools and communities will write stories/ 

poems or create artworks that portray tolerance and care for one another 

within schools, families, communities and world as well as find ways 

and hope to care more. Each student writes an accompanying text that 

further describes the sense of acceptance for others portrayed in her/his 

artwork or writing.  
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Prompts for students:    

 

1. Do you have courage to accept others? 

2. Share any moment of your life when you had to show patience? 

3. What were your feelings at that time? 

4. What do you think are the areas of tolerance? 

5. How will you show this in your drawing? 

6. What message do you want to communicate? 

 

Global Art – Sense of Caring 
 

Forum address: - Students can share artwork in Global Art - Sense of Caring forum to 
showcase their thoughts on the sense of tolerance to create peace in their community or even in 
the world. Artwork can be submitted at this forum under the discussion “Accept others”. It can 
be accessed in iEARN Collaboration Centre, under the project categories “ Visual &Creative 
Arts”  or can be accessed directly at:  https://media.iearn.org/node/103 
 

A Vision - An Anthology of Creative Writing 

 
Forum address: - If students want to share their stories or poems on the topic of tolerance and 
acceptance with youth around the world, they can submit their views and thoughts on “A Vision 
– An Anthology of Creative Writing”. It can be accessed in iEARN Collaboration Centre, under 
the project categories “ Language Arts” or can be accessed directly at:  
https://media.iearn.org/node/104.         
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That's Me  
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Brief History:  

The Universal Children's Day is a special day that started on November 20, 1959 when all the 

nations of the world, the United Nations, adopted the declaration 

of the rights of the child. Today is important because not all 

children in the world have rights. The adoption of the 

Convention on the Rights of the Child and the creation of 

Universal Children's Day reflects the growing recognition that 

children are important and valued members of society, now and in the future. Universal 

Children's Day celebrates children just for being themselves. It reminds us that children need 

love and respect to grow to their full potential. It is a day to listen to children, to marvel at their 

uniqueness and all they have to offer.  

iEARN Project: Self Portrait 

Students in different parts of the world design a self portrait that centers on the theme, “Visions 

of Me”. Computer Art classes will design their portraits using digital photography, and then 

manipulate the image(s) in Adobe Photoshop. Other art students may choose to do the same, or 

use available materials to create their self-portrait. 

OBJECTIVE 

Making a self-portrait is a great way to express and explore your 

identity. It's not about what your parents, friends, teachers, 

brothers or sisters think you should be. It's about who you think 

you are. 

This activity aims to encourage pupils to: 

·  Think and deeply understand themselves 

·  To get a self insight and build self esteem 
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·  Think about differences between themselves and others   

·  Begin to develop an understanding of what a right is 

 

Guideline for Teachers 

Every participant needs to begin with a photograph of him or herself, and then will use any 

available software to edit their images to create a unique visual solution or use traditional media 

like paint or pastels to create a self-portrait centering on the theme “That’s Me”  that defines self 

without saying it in a visually whole manner. Students will feel a sense of pride upon completing 

their “That’s Me”  Poster.  

 

Guideline for students to get started:  

 

1) What do you see in your picture?  

2) What does it communicates to you? 

3) What are your good and bad qualities? 

4) How would you like others to see you? 

 

Students reflect on their artwork, what the portraits make them remember, and they can write a 

small reflection that will be included with the portraits.  

Some more ideas for students: 

Think of the things that make you what you are:  

·  the clothes you wear and the way you look  

·  the music you listen to and the music you make  

·  the words you write and the images you create  

·  what you've been through and how you feel now  

·  where you live and where you belong  

·  the things you love and the things you hate  

·  your passions and beliefs  

·  your family and friends  

·  the things that make you laugh and the things that make you cry  

·  the places you like and the places you fear  

·  the people you admire and the people you trust  

·  the messages you write and the messages you receive  
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In your self-portrait you need to be the real you. 
 
Vision of Me-Self Portrait: Forum address: - Submit your artwork in Vision of Me-Self 
Portrait forum under the discussion “That’s Me”.  It can be accessed in iEARN Collaboration 
Centre, under the project categories “ Visual &Creative Arts” or can be accessed directly at:  
https://media.iearn.org/node/667. 
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with iEARN Pakistan 
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THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS: 1948-2008 

Respect for human rights and human dignity "is the foundation of freedom, 
justice and peace in the world", the General Assembly declared three years 
later in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. In 1950, all States and 
interested organizations were invited by the General Assembly to observe 
10 December as Human Rights Day. The Day marks the anniversary of the 
Assembly's adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in 
1948. Over the years, a whole network of human rights instruments and 
mechanisms has been developed to ensure the primacy of human rights and 
to confront human rights violations wherever they occur.  
 
iEARN Project: Women In My Country 
 
Activity:  
���!���
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Under this activity students will focus “Women’s Rights”  within human rights.  
Unfortunately, gender inequality is still present in every society and remains as a 
huge barrier for the world but still many women are successful to break this 
barrier and are playing important roles in the society. Rather at many places they 
are taking leading positions despite all the problems, religious discriminations, 
beliefs, cultural traditions or political interests. These situations for women vary 
significantly by region, country, culture, society, community and etc.   
 
Our goal is to compile and post on essays or stories related to outstanding women across the 
country to honor them for their contribution towards society. During this project, we can 
compare women's social status and get awareness of women rights in the country. The problems 
faced by women all over the world can also be identified and new solutions can be offered.  

Outstanding women can be scientists, engineers, business leaders, writers, teachers, community 
organizers, religious or workplace leaders or others whose lives can be an inspiration for others.  
 

Participation Guide for Project – Introducing Outstanding women 
 

Activity Description:  

·  In this project students are asked to collect data on the life of the outstanding women across 
the country.  

·  Students can also arrange an interview if possible and ask them about experiences in their life 
and career.  
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·  They should focus basically on their achievements in life and how they managed to reach this 
position despite all the problems, beliefs or cultural traditions.  

·  Arrange the interview information in an interesting and well written three paragraph 
essay/story/narrative, giving it an interesting title.  

How to Research: 
  
·  Google Search website for achievements of Outstanding Pakistani women  

·  Research can be done from books or magazines  

·  Read newspapers  

·  Ask interview great ladies who inspire you in your family, community or school. 

 

Finished Project: 
 
·  Should be a document word processed and an interesting and well written three paragraph 

essay/story/narrative, giving it an interesting title. 
·  Make sure you write at the bottom of your completed project the website/book or any 

reference from where you took the information.  
 

Women in my Country- Forum address: 

Submit your essays or stories in iEARN project Women in my Country forum under the 
discussion “Introducing Outstanding Women”. It can be accessed in iEARN Collaboration 
Centre, under the project categories “Culture & Society” or can be accessed directly at:  
http://foro.iearn.org/.1e69ad2f/  
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