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One Upon a Time!!!! Writing Folktales

Folktales are a part of the culture and heritage in every culture and country around the world. Folktales are  stories of animals that act like humans, enchanted kingdoms, heroes, unusual people that live in a world of wonder and magic having super natural powers. Most of these stories convey a message or moral to the reader, or explain something in a creative way and that is why they are a very important and significant part of the primary and middle school curriculums. This genre of literature grew from the oral tradition of story telling which have been there from thousands of years and are passed down and retold from generation to generation.
Here is a set of resources that are designed for the participants who attended the iEARN workshop ‘Once Upon a Time’. It is a collection of teaching resources designed to help them engage students in interesting creative writing activities using a variety of story writing techniques. The following pages of the booklet  presents a very well designed set of step by step activities helping writing folktales. The materials, tips and guidelines that can be useful in engaging students in writing and publishing folktales and stories in general and of course for the iEARN Folktales Project http://www.iearn.org/projects/folktales.html. 

These resources are ideal for educators and schools in need of improving the writing skills of their primary and middle school students. 
What are Folktales

Folktale is a general term for any of numerous varieties of traditional narrative. The telling of stories appears to be a cultural practice universally, common to primitive and [image: image11.wmf]complex societies alike. Even the forms folktales are demonstrably similar from culture to culture, and comparative studies of themes and narrative techniques have been successful in showing these relationships. 

Folklorists make distinctions among the categories of folktales. 

Legends and traditions are narratives of an explanatory nature concerning creation and tribal beginnings, supernatural beings, and quasi-historical figures (e.g., King Arthur, Lady Godiva). These stories are related as fact and concern a specific time and place. 

Fairy tales are entirely fictional and often begin with such formulas as “Once upon a time...” and “In a certain country there lived....” Popular examples recount the supernatural adventures and mishaps of youngest daughters, transformed princes, mermaids, and wood fairies and elves (e.g., Cinderella, Rumplestiltskin, Snow White, Sleeping Beauty, and Hansel and Gretel). 

Animal tales abound in every culture; most of them are clearly anthropomorphic, the animals assuming human personalities. Such tales are classified according to three subdivisions: the etiological tale, or tale concerning origins (e.g., Great Hare of the Native North Americans); the fable pointing to a moral (Aesop's fables); and the beast epic (e.g., Reynard the Fox; see bestiary). 

Myths, which are more difficult to define satisfactorily, treat happenings of a long-ago time; they generally concern the adventures of gods, giants, heroes, nymphs, satyrs, and villains, as well as etiological themes monsters and imaginary beasts ; elf; fairy; goblin; gremlin; troll.
(Encyclopedia. Columbia University Press)
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Qualities of Folktales

[image: image12.wmf]Elements of Folktales:

·  Folktales are usually about ordinary people and everyday life.

·  The stories include setting, characters, and a problem.

·  The characters are often flat, representing one particular trait such as cleverness.

·  Hyperbole is always found in tall tales.
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Common Folktale Motifs:

·  wishes granted

·  a monster

·  magic objects

·  use of trickery

·  a poor person becomes rich

·  the number three is significant

·  the youngest or smallest of siblings is successful after others in the family fail

·  a variety of unwise characters

The Folktale Formula:

[image: image14.wmf]·  The plot begins quickly.

·  Characters are one-sided.

·  Plots move along well-trod paths.

·  All questions are answered before the story ends.

Types of Folktales:

·  tales of talking animals

·  tales that tell why ("pourqoui")

·  tales of magic (fairy tales)

·  cumulative tales

·  tales of exaggeration or legendary tales (tall tales)

Writing Folktales-Vocabulary
folktale: a story, often with mythical or legendary elements, made and handed down among the common

people.

motif: a main element, idea, or feature to be elaborated on or developed

traditional: handed down, customary to a people

climax: the final element or event in a series; in literature, it is the turning point of the story

hyperbole: an exaggeration not meant to be taken literally. Example: This story is as old as time

Tasks: In folk/fairy tales a “task” is a specific assignment or mission that a character must complete.
Magic Powers: There are forces of good and evil along which the plots move.
Character Traits: The characters of the story must have specific things they do, say or think or look like.
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Writing an Original Folktale

The Writing Process:

Prewriting:

[image: image15.wmf]Generate ideas for your original folktale by using some of these strategies:

brainstorming

mapping and webbing

observing

questioning

listening

reading

gathering information

discussing and outlining

Drafting:

Communicate your ideas, feelings, knowledge, experience, and imagination in your writing. Write, skipping

every other line, and refer back to your prewriting ideas.

Revising:

Revise your tale after completing oral and/or written self-evaluation, conferring with peers and/or your

teacher. Make changes and write or type the final copy.

Proofreading:

Make changes and write or type your final copy.
Outline for Writing a Story:

Most stories share a common organization and progression. Follow this outline as you write your folktale.
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I. Beginning:

Introduce the main character. 
Describe the setting.

Begin the plot.

II. Middle:

Introduce the character's problem.

Introduce minor characters.

Build toward the point of highest interest, or climax.

III. Ending:

Reach the point of highest interest.

Wind down the action, and give the final outcome.
[image: image17.wmf]Writing an Original Folktale

Instructions:

Choose the type of tale that you wish to write from the list below. Follow the relevant suggestions and steps as you write your original folktale.

Writing a Fool’s Tale:

[image: image18.wmf]Write a "fool’s tale," in which a clever character outsmarts a foolish character. Make up or adapt a joke that you have heard, and expand it into a tale.

Prewriting:

Choose a modern setting for your tale. Give each character a name that suggests something about

him or her. List the events that will happen in the tale.

Drafting:

Write your tale. Pay special attention to describing the events in the order that they happen. Use

dialogue. Remember that your main character must do or believe something silly or stupid.

Revising:

Review the definition of a fool tale. Be sure that your tale fits this definition. If not, draft again

before working on the final version.

Writing a Tall Tale:

Make up a tall tale about a modern hero or heroine of tremendous size and strength. Tell how your character solves a problem by using his or her special abilities.
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Prewriting:

List the powers of your hero or heroine. Then jot down details about a problem that he or she can solve by using those powers. Put the events of your tale in the correct order.

Drafting:

Exaggerate details about your hero or heroine. Use hyperbole. Follow the order of your events used in your prewriting notes.

Revising:

Share your draft with another student. Ask whether you made the relationship between your events clear. If necessary, write down and evaluate each event to ensure that they are in the correct order and that cause-and-effect relationships are clear.

Writing an Animal Tale:

[image: image20.wmf]Write a tale about an animal that has special qualities and powers. The animal can be one that is unusual or imaginary. Use personification. Also, try using similes to describe your animal.

Prewriting:

For your prewriting notes, list some unusual animals and choose one of them. Think about how the animal will show its special qualities. List some similes you might use. Then, list the events of your tale.

Drafting:

In drafting the tale, follow the list of events that you compiled in your prewriting notes. Write at least a paragraph (or more) for each event.

Revising:

Share with your partner and check for clarity and completeness of events and descriptions. Have your partner read your tale to you.

Writing a Folktale About Yourself:

Write a tall tale about an imaginary experience of your own. Use the words "I" and "me" to tell events as if they happened to you. Base the story on one major exaggeration. Use this story starter: "One day, like any other day, I was…"
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Prewriting:

Choose the setting for your tale. Decide whether your story will have any other characters. If so, jot down some details about the other characters. List three impossible events and choose one of them as the subject of the major exaggeration.

Drafting:

When drafting this tale, remember to use "me" and "I." Also remember to make the connections between the events clear.

Revising:

Make sure that events in the story relate to the impossible event. Use some clue words such as: first, last, because, since, in order that, if-then, so-that, etc.

Writing a Fairy Tale:

Write a tale that focuses on a unique character who is introduced to magical forces and is given three wishes. The tale should detail the outcome of the character's choices.
[image: image22.wmf]Prewriting:

Decide what kind of person your character is, including his or her age and physical details. What are your character's hopes, fears, desires, dreams, problems and/or joys? What does your character do for a living? What is his/her past?

Set up an encounter between your character and a magical force so that your character is granted three wishes. Try to have your character meet the magical force in an unexpected way. Also, try to have the magical force be something that no one has ever thought of before. Have your character ask for his/her three wishes—be specific and original with the wishes. What the character asks for should form the basic problem of your story. Be creative in the resolution of the problem.

Drafting:

As you write, try to build excitement by adding complications to the story after the three wishes are granted and the character begins to make his/her choices. The problem should come to a climax with the character's last wish. In many folktales, the character must use his/her last wish to undo the first two. Alternatively, you may choose to grant the character a fourth wish that does not turn out to be what he/she expects.

Revising:

Share a draft with a partner and check the tale for the following: A clear sense of organization: Does your plot develop in a logical way?

Character development: Does your character act in a fairly consistent manner?

Descriptive details: Do you describe people, places, and events with clear and vivid language? 
Problem resolution: Do you surprise your reader with your story's end?
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Checklist for Writing About Literature

These are some things you should look for when analyzing and writing about literature:

· Content and Organization

· Is the topic of each paragraph developed fully through the use of examples?

· Does each sentence in a paragraph relate to the topic sentence?

· [image: image23.wmf]Are the ideas presented in a reasonable order?

· Are transitional words and phrases used within and between paragraphs?

· Should any information be added?

· Should some information be dropped or moved?

· Does the concluding paragraph provide a good ending?

Style

· Is language simple and direct?

· Are point of view and tone consistent?

· Are there a variety of sentence types?

· Are too many "ands" used when other ways of combining sentences are appropriate?

· Are verbs active rather than passive?

· Are tenses of the verbs consistent?

· Are pronoun references clear?

· Are any words overused? 
Mechanics

· Is each paragraph indented?

· Are words spelled correctly?

· Are capital letters used correctly?

· Are there sentence fragments that must be revised?
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Checklist for Writing a Story

Use the following checklist to revise, proofread, and edit your writing. You should begin the revision process by reading the story aloud.

Content

· Does the title point to something important in the story and grab the reader's interest?

· Have you included details that describe your characters and setting?

· Do you present the main character's problem clearly? Does each event of the plot grow logically from what happened before?

· Is your climax a clear solution to the problem? Does your plot end soon after the climax? Do you show the main character's reaction to the climax?

· Do you use dialogue to make the story more interesting and realistic?

Style

· Have you cut out unnecessary details?

· Have you used colorful adjectives and verbs wherever possible?

· Does your dialogue sound real?

· Do you use both long and short sentences for variety?

Mechanics

· Is each sentence complete (no fragments, no run-ons)?

· Are all the words spelled correctly? If you are not sure of the spelling of a word, have you consulted a dictionary?

· Have you punctuated and capitalized your sentences correctly? In dialogue, have you used quotation marks and capital letters correctly?

· Do you begin a new paragraph whenever the subject, time, or place changes or whenever the speaker in the dialogue changes?
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Using Evidence Effectively

· Is the position stated clearly?

· Do the examples support the position?

· Does the writing end with a summary of the evidence and a restatement of the position?

Writing a Clear Description

· Does the description create a main impression?

· Does it show rather than tell?

· Have you used precise details?
Writing to Compare and Contrast

· Are your points of comparison clear?

· Is your organizational pattern consistent?

· Have you used words that emphasize similarities and differences?
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Writing About Plot

Is the connection between events clear?

Have you used examples from the selection to support your judgment about the effectiveness

of the plot?

Writing About Characters

Is the character portrayed accurately, as he/she appears in the story?

Are there examples from the story to support the character traits discussed?

Reference: Lesson Connection: Writing Folktales

Copyright The Kennedy Center. All rights reserved.

ARTSEDGE materials may be reproduced for educational purposes.
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What Makes it a Tale?

Directions:

1. Review the definitions of the elements of folk and fairy tales.

2. Read the story or book.                                             

3. As you read, take notes on the forces of evil, magic numbers, and any supernatural elements.                                 

4. After you read, think about the moral or lesson this tale teaches.    


1. Forces of Evil: What evil works against the hero/heroine?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Magic Numbers: What numbers are important in this tale? Why?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

3.Supernatural Elements: List the supernatural elements in this tale. 
How do they help?______________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How do  they cause Trouble?___________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Write a Tall Tale

The KEY to a tall tale is EXAGGERATION.

Your first step is to choose a tall tale hero—you might write another adventure for Spider Man or you might invent a new character (maybe a character based on a legendary hero from your area).

Remember, the key is to EXAGGERATE your hero's characteristics. Make him or her bigger or stronger or faster or smarter than anyone else!

Now you need an adventure for your tall tale hero. Once again, the key is to EXAGGERATE. The main event of a tall tale is not something that can happen in real life.

If you need some help with your story, try filling in the blanks of the tall tale story form below: 

______________________________________________________
 (Name of tall tale hero)               

was the ______________________________________________
            (describing words, like toughest, smartest) 

man/woman in the state of _______________________________.
                                    (state name )             
Everyone for miles around knew___________________________
                               (hero's name)            

and loved to tell and retell of his/her amazing feats.

Now one day _______________________________________________________
                        (hero's name)            

went to visit Grandfather.  Grandfather had been 

having big problems with _____________________________________________        

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________
Grandfather explained his problem. 

That was all it took.  Right away _________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________
(How the hero solved Grandfather's problem)

Grandfather's problem was solved, 

and the folks in_______________________________________________________
                (the state you chose) 

now had a new story to tell about_________________________________________
                                (hero's name)   
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What lesson or moral does this tale teach?


____________________________________________________________________________





____________________________________________________________________________





____________________________________________________________________________





____________________________________________________________________________





____________________________________________________________________________





____________________________________________________________________________





____________________________________________________________________________





Go the Extra Step





Elements of the Folk and Fairy Tales











Forces of Evil: In many Folk and Fairy tales, and evil force works against the hero or heroin to try to stop them from being happy. (Example: The wicked Stepmother in Snow White.)





Magic Numbers: In many Folk and Fairy tales, the numbers three and seven occur. (Think of the three pigs, the three bears, and the seven dwarfs.)





Supernatural Elements: Often in a folk or fairy tale, supernatural elements - things not of our earth - like fairies or elves come to the aid of the hero or heroin, (Example: Cinderella's Fairy God Mother.)
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